
40 YEARS OF SMART INTERNET POLICY
(AND ONE MISGUIDED ONE)

FOR DECADES, THE FCC, THE COURTS, AND CONGRESS  
CONSISTENTLY TOOK A HANDS-OFF APPROACH TO THE INTERNET. 

1976
Scientists from 
SRI International 
successfully send an 
electronic message 
from California 
to Boston via the 
ARPANET.

The FCC’s Computer 
II decision excludes 
“enhanced” services 
“offered over a 
telecom network”  
from Title II 
regulation. 

1992
Congress authorizes 
commercially-
oriented traffic 
on the NSFnet, 
kickstarting what 
would become the 
public internet.

1995
The FCC declares 

gateway functions 
are an enhanced 

service.

1996
The Communications 
Act of 1996 is signed 
into law by President 
Clinton. Information 
services — including 
internet access 
services — remain free 
from Title II regulation 
as part of the Act.

1998
The FCC reiterates 
to Congress that 
information provided 
through websites is 
not subject to Title II 
regulation.

2002
The FCC regulates 
cable modem 
service under Title I.

2006
Broadband over 
powerline internet 
access is classified 
as an information 
service by the FCC.

2005
The FCC declares 
wireline broadband 
internet access is an 
information service. 

The U.S. Supreme 
Court affirms the 
FCC decision that 
cable modem 
service is also an 
information service 
in its Brand X 
decision.

2007
The FCC classifies 

wireless broadband 
internet access 

service as an 
information service. 

2008 iPhone sales pass 10 
million and the iPhone App 
Store opens. 200 million 
apps are downloaded 
before the year is over. 

2009
The FCC releases  

its National  
Broadband Plan. 2015

Despite decades of  
bi-partisan partnership, 
innovation, and a 
thriving internet, the 
FCC votes 3-2 along 
party lines to classify 
broadband under Title II. 

THAT ALL CHANGED IN 2015 WHEN THE FCC — FOR THE FIRST  
TIME — CLASSIFIED BROADBAND AS A UTILITY UNDER TITLE II

1980
Apple is 

4 years old.

The first Apple 
computer is revealed 
at the Homebrew 
Computer Club.

Microsoft releases 
Windows 3.1.

A little company 
calling itself Google 
files for incorporation 
in California. 

The domain 
LinkedIn.com 

is created. 

The “dot-com” 
boom begins and 
www is suddenly 
everywhere.

Twitter 
officially 
launches. 

Apple 
introduces 
the iPhone. 

Facebook overtakes 
MySpace in traffic

YouTube and 
Reddit launch.

1987
Courts allow Bell 

Companies to 
offer gateways for 

information services 
— essentially laying 
the groundwork for 
widespread internet 

deployment.

Microsoft shares 
hit $100 per share 
for the first time. 
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